
CITY OF
MONTPELIER
MONTPELIER,

VERMONT

Agenda for City
Council Meeting

Wednesday,
September 22, 2010

07:00 P.M.

 

1) 10-229  Call to Order by the Mayor

2) 10-230  General Business and Appearances

2) 10-230  General Business and Appearances

3) 10-231  Consideration of the Consent Agenda:

a) Due to staffing levels, September 8th City Council meeting minutes will
be presented at the October 13th meeting.

b) Consideration of approval of payroll and bills.

c) Consideration of the following permits with the City Council acting as the
Liquor Control Commission.

1. Ratification of a  Request to Cater Malt  and Vinous Beverages &
Spirituous  Liquors  by  Vermont  Hospitality  Management  d/b/a
NECI for a reception and dinner at the Hopkins House at National
Life on Sunday, September 19, 2010, from 3:30 P.M. to 9:00 P.M. 
City staff polled Council via e-mail and received the requisite four
affirmative votes.

2.  Ratification of a Request to Cater Malt and Vinous Beverages &
Spirituous  Liquors  by  Vermont  Hospitality  Management  d/b/a
NECI for a reception and dinner at the Hopkins House at National
Life  on  Wednesday,  September 22,  2010 from 3:30 P.M.  to  9:00



P.M.  City staff polled Council via e-mail and received the requisite
four affirmative votes.

3. Consideration of a Request for Special Event Permit by Vermont
Spirits Distilling Company d/b/a Vermont Spirits to sell Malt and
Vinous Beverages & Spirituous Liquors on December 11, 2010 in
the  Montpelier  City  Hall  Auditorium and the Touch of Vermont
Holiday Gift Market.

4. Consideration  of  a  Request  for  approval  for  Montpelier  Civic
Center on Gallison Hill Road to have a Montpelier Palooza Metal
Fest  on  Saturday,  September  25,  2010  from  5:00  P.M.  to  12:00
A.M.;  including a noise variance.    Council  was presented with a
letter  at  their  September  8,  2010  meeting  outlining  the  event.  
Council  has  been provided with copy of  letter notifying adjacent
property owners within the 200 feet required boundary.

5. Consideration of a request from McGillicuddy’s Irish Pub catering
services  to Cater Malt and Vinous Beverages & Spirituous Liquors
on Saturday, September 25, 2010 from 5:00 P.M. to 12:00 A.M.  at
the Montpelier Palooza Metal Fest  (see above item).

d) Consideration of approving the purchase of a new 19,000lb. GVW Cab &
Chassis for replacement of Truck #3 for the Public Works Department.
On September 15, 2010, DPW staff opened and reviewed the single bid
received.    It  is  recommended that  this  low bid submitted by Gateway
Motors be accepted, in the amount of $28,966, and that the Base Care 72
months/72,000 mile extended warranty be purchased, in the amount of
$2,565.   $47,000 is  budgeted in FY2011 for this replacement truck, to
include the dump body which is being bid separately.

Recommendation:  To  accept  the  low  bid  of  $31,531  submitted  by
Gateway Motors of White River Junction, VT for the replacement of the
19,000 FGW cab and Chassis  for  the  Public  Works  Department,  and
authorize the City Manager to make this purchase.

e) Consideration of the recommendation to the City Council by the Housing
Trust Fund Advisory Committee on awarding a deferred loan to Capital
City  Housing  (a  subsidiary  of  Montpelier  Housing  Authority)  for  the
housing project at 58 Barre St. in the amount of $105,000.

Recommendation: Discussion and authorization of the use of Housing



Trust Fund monies for use on the 58 Barre St. project.

3) 10-231  Consideration of the Consent Agenda:

4) 10-232  APPOINTMENTS

a) MONTPELIER  HISTORIC  PRESERVATION  COMMISSION  Staff
Advertised for 3 Vacancies. The following applications were received. *
Tim Senter * Emily Donaldson * Eric Gilbertson * James Duggan

Recommendation:  Opportunity  to  meet  the  applicants,  discuss
appointment, possible appointment of applicants.

b) DESIGN  REVIEW  COMMITTEE    Staff  advertised  the  alternate
position vacancy created by  the resignation of Steven Burkholder.  No
applications were received.  Staff will continue the advertisement on the
web site and run another newspaper advertisement.

c) MONTPELIER LOAN FUND COMMITTEE  Staff advertised the one
vacancy to replace Jeremy Hoff who moved out of town. The following
application was received. * Jo Ann Corskie Gibbons

Recommendation:  Opportunity  to  meet  the  applicant,  discuss
appointment, possible appointment of applicant.

5) 10-233 Green Mountain Transit Authority (GMTA) and its local board have
been  working  to  develop  a  Montpelier  Circulator  route.    VTRANS  has
indicated to GMTA that approximately $51,000 previously used on the Capital
Shuttle could be used on a Montpelier Circulator.  This creates a shortfall of
the  estimated  funding  needed  of  $40,900.    City  Council  is  being  asked  to
commit $20,000 (prorated amount) for the last half of fiscal year 2010-2011 for
service beginning January 2, 2011.  Delay in commitment would probably result
in the implementation being pushed back further into Spring/Summer 2011.
Staff from GMTA will be present.

Recommendation: Discussion with GMTA. Recommendation to Staff.

5) 10-233 Green Mountain Transit Authority (GMTA) and its local board have
been  working  to  develop  a  Montpelier  Circulator  route.    VTRANS  has
indicated to GMTA that approximately $51,000 previously used on the Capital
Shuttle could be used on a Montpelier Circulator.  This creates a shortfall of



the  estimated  funding  needed  of  $40,900.    City  Council  is  being  asked  to
commit $20,000 (prorated amount) for the last half of fiscal year 2010-2011 for
service beginning January 2, 2011.  Delay in commitment would probably result
in the implementation being pushed back further into Spring/Summer 2011.
Staff from GMTA will be present.

Recommendation: Discussion with GMTA. Recommendation to Staff.

6) 10-234 PUBLIC HEARING ON CHARTER CHANGES        Conduct First
Public Hearing on proposed charter changes; * On September 8th, the City
Council  filed proposed charter changes with the City  Clerk at  least  10 days
prior to the first public hearing as required by statute. * By Statute, the first
public hearing must be held at least 30 days prior to the date when the charter
changes will be voted upon.  In this case, the municipal election has been set
for November 2, 2010 - 40 days after the public hearing. * Charter amendments
have been proposed for Titles III, V, XI, XII and XIII of the City Charter. 
Specific language is on file and is attached to the council agenda.

7) 10-235  SET WARNING FOR SPECIAL CITY MEETING TO BE HELD
ON NOVEMBER 2, 2010  * Council has filed proposed charter changes and
conducted the required  first  public  hearing.  *  Council  needs to  adopt  final
wording for proposed charter changes. * Council needs to approve the official
warning for the election. * A draft warning has been provided.

Recommendation:    Adopt final  charter  language as  proposed,  approve draft
warning.  Set second hearing on charter changes for October 27, 2010

7) 10-235  SET WARNING FOR SPECIAL CITY MEETING TO BE HELD
ON NOVEMBER 2, 2010  * Council has filed proposed charter changes and
conducted the required  first  public  hearing.  *  Council  needs to  adopt  final
wording for proposed charter changes. * Council needs to approve the official
warning for the election. * A draft warning has been provided.

Recommendation:    Adopt final  charter  language as  proposed,  approve draft
warning.  Set second hearing on charter changes for October 27, 2010

14) 10-242  Agenda Reports by the City Manager

8) 10-236    DISCUSSION  REGARDING  PREPARATION  FOR  THE     
UPCOMING  FY2012  BUDGET    *  Review  Draft  of  Budget  Schedule  *
Review Draft of Council Funding Policy for Outside Service Agencies.



Recommendation:  Review  Budget  Schedule  and  Outside  Agencies  Policy.
Discuss budget process. Recommendations to Staff.

9) 10-237  DISTRICT HEAT UPDATE  Receive update from Staff.

Recommendation: Discussion and direction to Staff.

10) 10-238  Council Reports

11) 10-239  Mayor’s Reports

12) 10-240  Report by the City Clerk-Treasurer

13) 10-241  Status Reports by the City Manager

13) 10-241  Status Reports by the City Manager





   CITY OF MONTPELIER 
   MONTPELIER, VERMONT 
 

Agenda for City Council Meeting 
City Council Chambers, City Hall 
Wednesday, September 22, 2010 

7:00 PM 
 
 
 

Additional Agenda Item for September 22, 2010 
 
 
10-243 Consideration of approving a request from the Montpelier Energy  
  Team to consider procurement of a set of solar panels installed on  
  unshaded City-owned land. 
 
   The existing proposal, from All Earth Renewables (AER): a set 
    of 10 solar panels providing 81,000 kwh/yr, just over 3% of all  
   City useage and enough To power 45% of City Hall.  Green  
   Mountain Power would measure the power and credit it to any  
   account/s the City chooses.  The cumulative net cost over the  
   first five years will be small, between $800-2500 depending  
   on annual rate increases.   
 
  Recommendation:  Discussion and direction to staff.  
 
 



   CITY OF MONTPELIER 
   MONTPELIER, VERMONT 
 

Agenda for City Council Meeting 
City Council Chambers, City Hall 

Wednesday, September 22, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

 
1)  10-229  Call to Order by the Mayor 
2)  10-230  General Business and Appearances  
3)  10-231  Consideration of the Consent Agenda: 

 
a) Due to staffing levels, September 8th City Council meeting minutes will 

be presented at the October 13th meeting. 
 

b) Consideration of approval of payroll and bills. 
 
c) Consideration of the following permits with the City Council acting as 

the Liquor Control Commission. 
 

1. Ratification of a Request to Cater Malt and Vinous Beverages & 
Spirituous Liquors by Vermont Hospitality Management d/b/a 
NECI for a reception and dinner at the Hopkins House at National 
Life on Sunday, September 19, 2010, from 3:30 P.M. to 9:00 P.M.  
City staff polled Council via e-mail and received the requisite four 
affirmative votes.  
 

2.  Ratification of a Request to Cater Malt and Vinous Beverages & 
Spirituous Liquors by Vermont Hospitality Management d/b/a 
NECI for a reception and dinner at the Hopkins House at National 
Life on Wednesday, September 22, 2010 from 3:30 P.M. to 9:00 
P.M.  City staff polled Council via e-mail and received the 
requisite four affirmative votes.  
 

3. Consideration of a Request for Special Event Permit by Vermont 
Spirits Distilling Company d/b/a Vermont Spirits to sell Malt and 
Vinous Beverages & Spirituous Liquors on December 11, 2010 in 
the Montpelier City Hall Auditorium and the Touch of Vermont 
Holiday Gift Market.  

 



  

4. Consideration of a Request for approval for Montpelier Civic 
Center on Gallison Hill Road to have a Montpelier Palooza Metal 
Fest on Saturday, September 25, 2010 from 5:00 P.M. to 12:00 
A.M.;  including a noise variance.   
 
Council was presented with a letter at their September 8, 2010 
meeting outlining the event.  Council has been provided with copy 
of letter notifying adjacent property owners within the 200 feet 
required boundary. 
 

5. Consideration of a request from McGillicuddy’s Irish Pub catering 
services  to Cater Malt and Vinous Beverages & Spirituous 
Liquors on Saturday, September 25, 2010 from 5:00 P.M. to 12:00 
A.M.  at the Montpelier Palooza Metal Fest  (see above item).  

 
d) Consideration of approving the purchase of a new 19,000lb. GVW Cab & 

Chassis for replacement of Truck #3 for the Public Works Department. 
 
On September 15, 2010, DPW staff opened and reviewed the single bid 
received.  It is recommended that this low bid submitted by Gateway 
Motors be accepted, in the amount of $28,966, and that the Base Care 72 
months/72,000 mile extended warranty be purchased, in the amount of 
$2,565.  $47,000 is budgeted in FY2011 for this replacement truck, to 
include the dump body which is being bid separately.  

 
Recommendation:  To accept the low bid of $31,531 submitted by 

Gateway Motors of White River Junction, VT for the replacement 
of the 19,000 FGW cab and Chassis for the Public Works 
Department, and authorize the City Manager to make this 
purchase. 

 
e) Consideration of the recommendation to the City Council by the Housing 

Trust Fund Advisory Committee on awarding a deferred loan to Capital 
City Housing (a subsidiary of Montpelier Housing Authority) for the 
housing project at 58 Barre St. in the amount of $105,000.  

 
Recommendation:  Discussion and authorization of the use of Housing 
Trust Fund monies for use on the 58 Barre St. project. 

 



  

4) 10-232   APPOINTMENTS 
 

a) MONTPELIER HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
 

Staff Advertised for 3 Vacancies. 
The following applications were received. 
 

• Tim Senter  
• Eric Gilbertson 
• James Duggan 

 
Recommendation:  Opportunity to meet the applicants, discuss 
appointment, possible appointment of applicants. 

 
b) DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE  

 
Staff advertised the alternate position vacancy created by the resignation 
of Steven Burkholder. 
 
No applications were received.  Staff will continue the advertisement on 
the web site and run another newspaper advertisement. 

 
c) MONTPELIER LOAN FUND COMMITTEE  
 

Staff advertised the one vacancy to replace Jeremy Hoff who moved out 
of town. 
 
The following application was received. 
 

• Jo Ann Corskie Gibbons  
 
Recommendation:  Opportunity to meet the applicant, discuss 
appointment, possible appointment of applicant. 

 
5) 10-233 Green Mountain Transit Authority (GMTA) and its local board have 

been working to develop a Montpelier Circulator route.  VTRANS has 
indicated to GMTA that approximately $51,000 previously used on the 



  

Capital Shuttle could be used on a Montpelier Circulator.  This creates a 
shortfall of the estimated funding needed of $40,900.  
 
City Council is being asked to commit $20,000 (prorated amount) for the last 
half of fiscal year 2010-2011 for service beginning January 2, 2011.  Delay in 
commitment would probably result in the implementation being pushed back 
further into Spring/Summer 2011. 
 
Staff from GMTA will be present. 
 
Recommendation:  Discussion with GMTA. Recommendation to Staff. 

 
6) 10-234 PUBLIC HEARING ON CHARTER CHANGES   

 
Conduct First Public Hearing on proposed charter changes; 

 
• On September 8th, the City Council filed proposed charter changes with 

the City Clerk at least 10 days prior to the first public hearing as required 
by statute. 
 

• By Statute, the first public hearing must be held at least 30 days prior to 
the date when the charter changes will be voted upon.  In this case, the 
municipal election has been set for November 2, 2010 – 40 days after the 
public hearing. 
 

• Charter amendments have been proposed for Titles III, V, XI, XII and 
XIII of the City Charter.  Specific language is on file and is attached to 
the council agenda. 
 

• Proposed charter amendments would provide for appointment of the city 
treasurer rather than election, formally change the name of the zoning 
board of adjustment to the development review board, eliminate the 
board of auditors, authorize the city to operate and sell heat and 
electricity, authorize creation of an energy assessment district and 
confirm an earlier vote to merge with Berlin Fire District #1 for the 
provision of water. 



  

 
• The proposed charter amendments will be addressed in three separate 

ballot items. 

Recommendation:  Conduct the public hearing.     
 

7) 10-235  SET WARNING FOR SPECIAL CITY MEETING TO BE HELD 
ON NOVEMBER 2, 2010 

 
• Council has filed proposed charter changes and conducted the required 

first public hearing. 
• Council needs to adopt final wording for proposed charter changes. 
• Council needs to approve the official warning for the election. 
• A draft warning has been provided.  

 
Recommendation:  Adopt final charter language as proposed, approve draft 
warning.  Set second hearing on charter changes for October 27, 2010 
 

8) 10-236  DISCUSSION REGARDING PREPARATION FOR THE    
UPCOMING FY2012 BUDGET 

 
• Review Draft of Budget Schedule  
• Review Draft of Council Funding Policy for Outside Service Agencies.  

 
Recommendation:  Review Budget Schedule and Outside Agencies Policy.  
Discuss budget process. Recommendations to Staff. 

 
9) 10-237  DISTRICT HEAT UPDATE 

 
Receive update from Staff. 
 
Recommendation:  Discussion and direction to Staff. 
 

10) 10-238  Council Reports 
 

11) 10-239  Mayor’s Reports 
 

12) 10-240  Report by the City Clerk-Treasurer 



  

 
13) 10-241  Status Reports by the City Manager 

 
14) 10-242  Agenda Reports by the City Manager 

 



                        CITY OF MONTPELIER
                        MONTPELIER, VERMONT

Agenda for City Council Meeting
City Council Chambers, City Hall
Wednesday, September 22, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.

1)  10-229  Call to Order by the Mayor
2)  10-230  General Business and Appearances 
3)  10-231  Consideration of the Consent Agenda:

a) Due to staffing levels, September 8th City Council meeting minutes will be presented at the October 13th meeting.

b) Consideration of approval of payroll and bills.

c) Consideration of the following permits with the City Council acting as the Liquor Control Commission.

1. Ratification of a Request to Cater Malt and Vinous Beverages & Spirituous Liquors by Vermont Hospitality 
Management d/b/a NECI for a reception and dinner at the Hopkins House at National Life on Sunday, September 19, 
2010, from 3:30 P.M. to 9:00 P.M.  City staff polled Council via e-mail and received the requisite four affirmative 
votes. 

2.  Ratification of a Request to Cater Malt and Vinous Beverages & Spirituous Liquors by Vermont Hospitality 
Management d/b/a NECI for a reception and dinner at the Hopkins House at National Life on Wednesday, September 
22, 2010 from 3:30 P.M. to 9:00 P.M.  City staff polled Council via e-mail and received the requisite four affirmative 
votes. 

3. Consideration of a Request for Special Event Permit by Vermont Spirits Distilling Company d/b/a Vermont Spirits to 
sell Malt and Vinous Beverages & Spirituous Liquors on December 11, 2010 in the Montpelier City Hall Auditorium 
and the Touch of Vermont Holiday Gift Market. 

4. Consideration of a Request for approval for Montpelier Civic Center on Gallison Hill Road to have a Montpelier 
Palooza Metal Fest on Saturday, September 25, 2010 from 5:00 P.M. to 12:00 A.M.;  including a noise variance.  

Council was presented with a letter at their September 8, 2010 meeting outlining the event.  Council has been provided 
with copy of letter notifying adjacent property owners within the 200 feet required boundary.

5. Consideration of a request from McGillicuddy’s Irish Pub catering services  to Cater Malt and Vinous Beverages & 
Spirituous Liquors on Saturday, September 25, 2010 from 5:00 P.M. to 12:00 A.M.  at the Montpelier Palooza Metal 
Fest  (see above item). 

d) Consideration of approving the purchase of a new 19,000lb. GVW Cab & Chassis for replacement of Truck #3 for 
the Public Works Department.

On September 15, 2010, DPW staff opened and reviewed the single bid received.  It is recommended that this low bid 
submitted by Gateway Motors be accepted, in the amount of $28,966, and that the Base Care 72 months/72,000 mile 
extended warranty be purchased, in the amount of $2,565.  $47,000 is budgeted in FY2011 for this replacement truck, to 
include the dump body which is being bid separately. 

Recommendation:  To accept the low bid of $31,531 submitted by Gateway Motors of White River Junction, VT for the 
replacement of the 19,000 FGW cab and Chassis for the Public Works Department, and authorize the City Manager to 
make this purchase.



e) Consideration of the recommendation to the City Council by the Housing Trust Fund Advisory Committee on 
awarding a deferred loan to Capital City Housing (a subsidiary of Montpelier Housing Authority) for the housing 
project at 58 Barre St. in the amount of $105,000. 

Recommendation:  Discussion and authorization of the use of Housing Trust Fund monies for use on the 58 Barre St. 
project.

4) 10-232   APPOINTMENTS

a) MONTPELIER HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

Staff Advertised for 3 Vacancies.
The following applications were received.

* Tim Senter
* Eric Gilbertson
* James Duggan

Recommendation:  Opportunity to meet the applicants, discuss appointment, possible appointment of applicants.

b) DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE 

Staff advertised the alternate position vacancy created by the resignation of Steven Burkholder.

No applications were received.  Staff will continue the advertisement on the web site and run another newspaper 
advertisement.

c) MONTPELIER LOAN FUND COMMITTEE 

Staff advertised the one vacancy to replace Jeremy Hoff who moved out of town.

The following application was received.

* Jo Ann Corskie Gibbons

Recommendation:  Opportunity to meet the applicant, discuss appointment, possible appointment of applicant.

5) 10-233 Green Mountain Transit Authority (GMTA) and its local board have been working to develop a Montpelier 
Circulator route.  VTRANS has indicated to GMTA that approximately $51,000 previously used on the Capital Shuttle 
could be used on a Montpelier Circulator.  This creates a shortfall of the estimated funding needed of $40,900. 

City Council is being asked to commit $20,000 (prorated amount) for the last half of fiscal year 2010-2011 for service 
beginning January 2, 2011.  Delay in commitment would probably result in the implementation being pushed back 
further into Spring/Summer 2011.

Staff from GMTA will be present.

Recommendation:  Discussion with GMTA. Recommendation to Staff.

6) 10-234 PUBLIC HEARING ON CHARTER CHANGES  

     Conduct First Public Hearing on proposed charter changes;



* On September 8th, the City Council filed proposed charter changes with the City Clerk at least 10 days prior to the 
first public hearing as required by statute.

* By Statute, the first public hearing must be held at least 30 days prior to the date when the charter changes will be 
voted upon.  In this case, the municipal election has been set for November 2, 2010 – 40 days after the public hearing.

* Charter amendments have been proposed for Titles III, V, XI, XII and XIII of the City Charter.  Specific language is 
on file and is attached to the council agenda.

* Proposed charter amendments would provide for appointment of the city treasurer rather than election, formally 
change the name of the zoning board of adjustment to the development review board, eliminate the board of auditors, 
authorize the city to operate and sell heat and electricity, authorize creation of an energy assessment district and confirm 
an earlier vote to merge with Berlin Fire District #1 for the provision of water.

* The proposed charter amendments will be addressed in three separate ballot items.
     Recommendation:  Conduct the public hearing.    

7) 10-235  SET WARNING FOR SPECIAL CITY MEETING TO BE HELD ON NOVEMBER 2, 2010

* Council has filed proposed charter changes and conducted the required first public hearing.
* Council needs to adopt final wording for proposed charter changes.
* Council needs to approve the official warning for the election.
* A draft warning has been provided. 

Recommendation:  Adopt final charter language as proposed, approve draft warning.  Set second hearing on charter 
changes for October 27, 2010

8) 10-236  DISCUSSION REGARDING PREPARATION FOR THE    UPCOMING FY2012 BUDGET

* Review Draft of Budget Schedule
* Review Draft of Council Funding Policy for Outside Service Agencies. 

Recommendation:  Review Budget Schedule and Outside Agencies Policy.  Discuss budget process. Recommendations 
to Staff.

9) 10-237  DISTRICT HEAT UPDATE

Receive update from Staff.

Recommendation:  Discussion and direction to Staff.

10) 10-238  Council Reports

11) 10-239  Mayor’s Reports

12) 10-240  Report by the City Clerk-Treasurer

13) 10-241  Status Reports by the City Manager

14) 10-242  Agenda Reports by the City Manager









         45 Prospect Street 
         Montpelier, VT 05602 

September 17, 2010 
Mr. William Fraser 
Department of Planning and Development 
39 Main Street 
Montpelier, VT 05602 
 
Dear Mr. Fraser: 

 
I would like to apply for membership on the Montpelier Historic Preservation Commission.  I have 

over three years of experience as a landscape historian with the National Park Service, in addition to a 
Master of Arts from the University of Chicago and a Bachelor of Arts from Harvard.      
 

My special expertise in the preservation of cultural landscapes makes me a strong candidate for this 
position.  Over the past three years, I have produced a series of cultural landscape reports and 
inventories requiring the identification, documentation, analysis, and evaluation of diverse historic 
landscapes.  I wrote comprehensive histories for each property, and analyzed the condition of historic 
resources and defined future treatment actions based on my research.  I completed projects on a range 
of sites, from a collection of dune shacks in Provincetown, Cape Cod to the Civil War farmsteads of 
Virginia and national monuments of Washington, DC.  For every case I carefully analyzed a variety of 
features including views and vistas, buildings and structures, small-scale features, land use, and 
vegetation.  After investigating the location, historical development, condition, and management of 
each cultural landscape, I assessed its historical significance with reference to a specific theme and 
period in American History.  In addition, I regularly provided peer review, comment and input on 
cultural resource information related to other planning and cultural resource reports.   

 
My work for the NPS has been supported by a strong background in professional and academic 

research.  My undergraduate and masters’ theses required extensive research involving historical 
documentation of cultural traditions and fieldwork.  As a Navy archaeologist I determined research 
needs and conducted various levels of historic and documentary research, in addition to field 
investigation.  I also planned and prepared special history studies, resource stewardship strategies, 
environmental impact statements and environmental assessments.  I continued to apply these skills 
while working for the NPS, where I developed data and knowledge of cultural landscapes by 
conducting documentary research, field surveys and oral interviews regarding eight different NPS 
properties.   

 
I am excited by the opportunity to apply these skills as a member of the Montpelier Historic 

Preservation Commission.  In the process of cultivating my knowledge of historic resources as a 
professional, I have come to realize the vital importance of both planning and advocacy in protecting 
and appreciating cultural sites.  For example, working on a project for the George Washington 
Memorial Parkway illustrated how maintaining the historic character of this commuter throughway 
depends almost entirely on the public awareness and support of its unique value.  

 
Please find my resume attached, and do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.  I can 

be reached at this email address, by telephone (781-413-5611), or by regular mail.  I look forward to 
hearing from you, and thank you for your time and consideration.  

 
Sincerely, 

  
 

                
       Emily C. Donaldson 



EMILY C. DONALDSON                45 Prospect St. * Montpelier, VT 05602 
           (781) 413-5611 * edonalds@post.harvard.edu 

 
EDUCATION 
 

M.A. in the Social Sciences              June 2006 
The University of Chicago, Chicago IL 
Relevant Courses: Ethnographic methods, social science theory, indigenous sovereignty, archaeology, anthropology of museums 
 
B.A. in Anthropology and Archaeology magna cum laude                      June 2003 
Harvard College, Cambridge MA   
Relevant Courses: Archaeology, anthropological theory, statistics, history, medicine and society, French 
French Language Citation; Dean’s List, Harvard College Scholarship, 2000-2003; Radcliffe Traveling Grant, Goelet Fund Grant 

 
RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 

 
Landscape Historian, National Park Service (NPS), Washington, DC               January 2008-Present 
♦ Conducts field investigations and historic research to document and analyze historic and current site conditions 
♦ Identifies cultural resource issues and alternatives for the preservation of sites in the District of Columbia area 
♦ Generates maps and other graphic data to illustrate the physical attributes, biotic systems, and use of cultural landscapes 
♦ Created, updates and maintains an office library catalog of literature on history and landscape architecture 
 
Landscape Historian, Olmsted Center for Landscape Preservation, NPS, Boston MA              May-December 2007 
♦ Researched and wrote reports on the history and preservation of cultural landscapes, including buildings, views and vegetation 

 
Curatorial Assistant, Peabody Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology, Cambridge MA                December 2004-March 2005 
♦ Updated and verified database of museum objects for repatriation using background research with primary documents 
♦ Aided museum curators in preparation for and completion of repatriation consultation and visit involving over 800 objects 
♦ Helped organize and verify data on over 6,000 human remains for a National Park Service database 
 
Contract Archaeologist, United States Navy, Honolulu HI             September 2003-November 2004 
♦ Conducted archaeological fieldwork, surveying and monitoring as well as soil, structural and stratigraphic analysis  
♦ Analyzed and reviewed environmental planning and construction documents for compliance with historic preservation statutes 
♦ Researched and wrote archaeological survey reports and Integrated Cultural Resource Management Plans 
♦ Assisted in consultation with designated Historic Preservation Officers and Native Hawaiian organizations  
 
Research Assistant , Peabody Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology, Cambridge MA      February 2002-June 2003 
♦ Aided museum curators with internal and external communications and helped scholars access objects, storage areas, and exhibits  
♦ Researched and updated information on artifacts in database exceeding 1.2 million ethnographic and archaeological objects 

 
TEACHING AND RELATED EXPERIENCE 
 

Assistant Director, University of Hawaii, Marquesas Islands, French Polynesia          July 2004, 2005, 2008 and 2010 
♦ Aids a University of Hawaii professor in researching and interpreting Marquesan cultural landscapes through archaeology 
♦ Trained university students in archaeological field methods and instructed them in Marquesan history, language, and culture 
♦ Co-lead a survey mapping project (2004), planning the reconstruction of a traditional house (2005), archaeological excavations 
(2004, 2008, 2010) and restoration of a local museum (2010) 
 
Lecturer, C.P.T.M./Aranui, Marquesas Islands, French Polynesia          February 2008-Present 
♦ Lectures and advises in French and English on the history, archaeology, and culture of the Marquesas Islands aboard a cruise ship 

 
Tutor, RedKey Education, Cambridge, MA                                                         January-December 2007 
♦ Tutored middle and high school students in grammar, spelling, history, reading, and writing  
♦ Researched and generated original curriculums for individual students based on their needs 

 
PROFESSIONAL SKILLS 
 

Leadership: Assistant women’s high school ice hockey coach; captain of college ice hockey and rugby teams; leader and leader 
trainer for Harvard’s outdoor orientation program; instructor of ice skating and swimming; middle and elementary school tutor 
Language: Fluent in French, translated for RADDHO in Sénégal April-July 2005; some familiarity with Spanish, Hawaiian  
Computer: Proficient in Geographic Information Systems (GIS), Microsoft Word, Access, Excel, Outlook, PowerPoint, 
Quickbooks, Illustrator, InDesign, Photoshop, Lotus; typing speed of 85 wpm 
Other: Certified Open Water Scuba Diver, piano, guitar, theater, puzzles, cooking, ceramics, soccer, sailing, beekeeping, knitting 



For City Council Packet, September 22 2010 meeting 
 
This presentation to the Council asks it to consider procurement of a set of solar panels 
installed on unshaded City-owned land.  We describe below one existing proposal, and 
ask the Council whether they want to pursue it, develop an RfP for similar solar output, 
or reject the idea. 
 
The existing proposal, from All Earth Renewables (AER):  a set of 10 solar panels 
providing 81,000 kwh/yr, just over 3% of all City useage and enough to power 45% of 
City Hall.  Green Mountain Power would measure the power and credit it to any 
account/s the City chooses.  The cumulative net cost over the first five years will be 
small, between $800-2500 depending on annual rate increases. 
 
Under this proposal the operation and financing of the solar installation would work in 
this way: 
• On the parcel adjacent to the water treatment plant recommended by City staff,  AER 

would install 10 solar panels and would own them for the first 5 years.  
• At installation, Montpelier would give AER a $1,000 deposit;  AER would cover the 

cost of permitting,  install, grid-connection, and install.  
• Montpelier would enter into a 5-year agreement to purchase from AER the power 

created by the panels, at a fixed rate of $0.20/kWh.  
• After 5 years Montpelier has three options: 

1. buy the panels at approximately $13,400 per panel ($134,000 for all10).  
2. have the panels removed at $3000 per panel ($30,000 for all10) 
3. renew the agreement for an additional 5-year period, but paying AER $0.24/kWh, 

a 4¢ increase from the first 5-year rate. 
Over 25 years including the purchase of the panels, average cost of power would be 
between $0.11 and $0.16 per kwh, depending on capital, maintenance, and insurance 
costs, and incentives available over this time.    
 
The purpose of this purchase is to provide Montpelier with solar electricity and some 
insurance against the possibility of higher electricity prices in the future.  The operating 
costs of this system are essentially zero and long term costs are not subject to market 
fluctuations (although the cost of capital will influence the overall economics).  Analysis 
of the existing proposal shows the project breaking even between year 14 and 17, 
providing positive cash flow during the remainder of the expected 25-30 years before the 
panels need replacing. 
 
This proposal could be accepted, rejected, or serve as the basis for the City to draft an 
RfP asking for 80 kW installed solar capacity at the drinking water facility or other 
appropriate location that will allow for a net metering agreement with the City.  
 

# # # 
 



























From:	 Garth Genge
Sent:	 Wednesday, September 15, 2010 11:25 AM
To:	 Audra Brown
Cc:	 Beverlee Hill
Subject:	 housing trust fund

Follow Up Flag:	 Follow up
Flag Status:	 Flagged

Categories:	 Red Category

Agenda item

Consideration of the recommendation to the City Council by the Housing Trust Fund Advisory 
Committee on awarding a deferred loan to Capital City Housing (a subsidiary of Montpelier Housing 
Authority) for the housing project at 58 Barre St.

thank you,

Garth G. Genge
Community Development Specialist
Dept. of Planning & Community Development
39 Main Street, City Hall
Montpelier, VT  05602
ggenge@montpelier-vt.org
(802)223-9506/(802)223-9524 (fax)

































 

 

City of Montpelier 
Department of Planning and Community Development 

MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:    City Council 

FROM:   Audra Brown 

DATE:  9/17/2010 

SUBJECT:  Additional item for the September 22, 2010 City Council meeting 

 

Attached is an additional item for the Council meeting.  This would have been on the Agenda but for the 
circumstances and timing in the Manager’s office this week. 







 

 
 

GREEN MOUNTAIN TRANSIT AGENCY 
6088 VT Route 12, Berlin, VT 05602 

Phone: (802) 223-7BUS (7287)  Fax: (802) 223-6236   www.gmtaride.org 

Wherever life takes you!  

 
Montpelier Circulator Proposal 
July 30, 2010 
 
 
Background:  
 
For the past seven years, the Green Mountain Transit Agency (GMTA) has operated a 
route known as the Capital Shuttle in downtown Montpelier during the State’s 
legislative session. Since 2003, the Capital Shuttle has followed several paths and 
operated several different schedules. The most recent incarnation of the Capital 
Shuttle has been two loops traveling in opposite directions, each serving National Life, 
the Statehouse, the Department of Labor parking lot, and Main Street in Montpelier. 
These stops connected remote parking with the Statehouse and downtown area as 
well as offered a connection for State employees at National Life to the Statehouse 
and Main Street. While these markets are served relatively well by the Capital Shuttle 
during the legislative session, there are several drawbacks to the current route design.  
 
The Capital Shuttle does not serve Montpelier residents particularly well. The route 
does not travel to Montpelier neighborhoods and because it only operates during the 
legislative session, residents are left without service for approximately eight months of 
the year. The City of Montpelier has long been interested in a year-round “circulator” 
type route that would connect the downtown area with City neighborhoods and other 
important destinations not currently served by other GMTA routes. GMTA submitted a 
CMAQ application to VTrans to fund a Montpelier Circulator in August 2008, for which 
the City of Montpelier agreed to provide the 20% local match ($30,000 per year for 
three years). When GMTA completed the budgeting process for FY11, staff confirmed 
the availability of approximately $77,000 within the operating budget that could be 
programmed into new service on an annual basis. With the history of the Capital 
Shuttle and the interest in the Montpelier Circulator in mind, the GMTA Board of 
Directors instructed staff to study whether implementation of a year-round Montpelier 
Circulator route could be accomplished in conjunction with changes to the Capital 
Shuttle route. 

 
 
Capital Shuttle Redesign: 
  
The FY10 Capital Shuttle schedule required two buses operating at the same time, with one 
traveling clockwise and the other counter-clockwise. Staff has examined the Capital Shuttle’s 
ridership patterns and believes the majority of passengers could be served just as well with one 
bus operating on a streamlined route that does not travel to Main Street/Shaw’s. The single bus 
would operate between National Life, Department of Labor, and State Street, while continuing to 
operate on 20 minute headways.  Streamlining the service in this way would reduce the annual 
route cost by half, freeing approximately $51,000 for application towards a new year-round 
Montpelier Circulator. A draft of the proposed streamlined Capital Shuttle schedule is below:  



 
Proposed FY11 Capital Shuttle 
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7:25 7:30 7:33 7:35 7:40 7:45
7:45 7:50 7:53 7:55 8:00 8:05
8:05 8:10 8:13 8:15 8:20 8:25
8:25 8:30 8:33 8:35 8:40 8:45
8:45 8:50 8:53 8:55 9:00 9:05
9:05 9:10 9:13 9:15 9:20 9:25
9:25 9:30 9:33 9:35 9:40 9:45
9:45 9:50 9:53 9:55 10:00 10:05
10:05 10:10 10:13 10:15 10:20 10:25
10:25 10:30 10:33 10:35 10:40 10:45
10:45 10:50 10:53 10:55 11:00 11:05
11:05 11:10 11:13 11:15 11:20 11:25
11:25 11:30 11:33 11:35 11:40 11:45
11:45 11:50 11:53 11:55 12:00 12:05
12:05 12:10 12:13 12:15 12:20 12:25
12:25 12:30 12:33 12:35 12:40 12:45
12:45 12:50 12:53 12:55 13:00 13:05
13:05 13:10 13:13 13:15 13:20 13:25
13:25 13:30 13:33 13:35 13:40 13:45
13:45 13:50 13:53 13:55 14:00 14:05
14:05 14:10 14:13 14:15 14:20 14:25
14:25 14:30 14:33 14:35 14:40 14:45
14:45 14:50 14:53 14:55 15:00 15:05
15:05 15:10 15:13 15:15 15:20 15:25
15:25 15:30 15:33 15:35 15:40 15:45
15:45 15:50 15:53 15:55 16:00 16:05
16:05 16:10 16:13 16:15 16:20 16:25
16:25 16:30 16:33 16:35 16:40 16:45
16:45 16:50 16:53 16:55 17:00 17:05
17:05 17:10 17:13 17:15 17:20 17:25  

 
 
Montpelier Circulator: 
  
In developing a draft schedule for the Montpelier Circulator, staff identified popular destinations 
around the city and considered requests for service that have been received over the years. 
Locations that have been the source of many requests are Hunger Mountain Co-op, the College 
Green area, Barre Street, the Montpelier recreation fields/pool, and the Montpelier High School. 
Based on this information and the overarching goal of connecting Montpelier neighborhoods to the 
downtown, staff developed two sets of schedules; one for the Winter/Spring season when the 
Capital Shuttle is operating and one for the Summer/Fall season when the Capital Shuttle is not 
operating.  
 



 
Winter/Spring Schedule 
 
  Monday-Friday 
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6:55 6:58 7:03 7:07 7:11 7:15 7:20 7:25
7:25 7:28 7:33 7:37 7:41 7:45 7:50 7:55
7:55 7:58 8:03 8:07 8:11 8:15 8:20 8:25
8:25 8:28 8:33 8:37 8:41 8:45 x 8:50
8:55 8:58 9:03 9:07 9:11 9:15 x 9:20

10:55 10:58 11:03 11:07 11:11 11:15 x 11:20
11:25 11:28 11:33 11:37 11:41 11:45 x 11:50
11:55 11:58 12:03 12:07 12:11 12:15 x 12:20
12:25 12:28 12:33 12:37 12:41 12:45 x 12:50
12:55 12:58 1:03 1:07 1:11 1:15 x 1:20

2:55 2:58 3:03 3:07 3:11 3:15 3:20 3:25
3:25 3:28 3:28 3:37 3:41 3:45 3:50 3:55
3:55 3:58 4:03 4:07 4:11 4:15 4:20 4:45
4:25 4:28 4:33 4:37 4:41 4:45 x 4:50
4:55 4:58 5:03 5:07 5:11 5:15 x 5:20
5:25 5:28 5:33 5:37 5:41 5:45 x 5:50
5:55 5:58 6:03 6:07 6:11 6:15 x 6:20

Break in service from 9:20 to 10:55

Break in service from 1:20 to 2:55

 
 
 
Highlights of this schedule include half-hour headways during three periods of service and a span 
of service from 6:55 AM to 6:20 PM. The route would begin and end at Shaw’s on Main Street and 
would travel on Stone Cutter’s Way, Barre Street, Hubbard Street, College Street, and Elm Street. 
Several pick-ups and drop-offs at the High School would be available each day. Many transfers 
with other GMTA routes would be possible throughout the day. Of particular note, a transfer onto 
the 7:25 AM Montpelier Link would be available at Shaw’s in the morning and a transfer from the 
Montpelier Link arriving at Shaw’s at 5:15 PM would be available in the evening. The City 
Commuter departs from Shaw’s at the :00 and :30 past the hour, so the Circulator would make 
transfers with that route throughout the day. Transfers to and from the Waterbury Commuter would 
also be possible at Shaw’s, although they would not be timed exactly.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Summer/Fall Schedule 
 
 Monday-Friday 
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6:55 6:58 7:03 7:07 7:11 7:15 x 7:20
7:55 7:58 8:03 8:07 8:11 8:15 x 8:20
8:55 8:58 9:03 9:07 9:11 9:15 x 9:20
9:55 9:58 10:03 10:07 10:11 10:15 x 10:20
10:55 10:58 11:03 11:07 11:11 11:15 x 11:20
11:55 11:58 12:03 12:07 12:11 12:15 x 12:20
12:55 12:58 1:03 1:07 1:11 1:15 1:20 1:25

3:55 3:58 4:03 4:07 4:11 4:15 4:20 4:25
4:55 4:58 5:03 5:07 5:11 5:15 x 5:20
5:55 5:58 6:03 6:07 6:11 6:15 x 6:20

* Only serves the recreation fields/pool in June through August.

East Loop

Break in service from 1:25 to 3:55
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7:20 7:25 7:30 7:40 7:45 7:50
8:20 8:25 8:30 8:40 8:45 8:50
9:20 9:25 9:30 9:40 9:45 9:50
10:20 10:25 10:30 10:40 10:45 10:50
11:20 11:25 x x 11:35 11:40
12:20 12:35 1:35 x 12:50 12:55

3:20 3:25 3:30 3:40 3:45 3:50
4:25 4:30 4:35 4:45 4:50 4:55
5:20 5:25 5:30 5:40 5:45 5:50

** Only pulls into Montpelier H.S. during the school year.

West Loop

Break in service from 12:55 to 3:20

 
 
When the Capital Shuttle is not operating in the Summer and Fall, the Montpelier Circulator will 
have to serve more locations and a larger geographic area. For that reason, the route has been 
split in two; East Loop and West Loop. The East Loop will serve the same area as the 
Winter/Spring route, with the exception of adding two trips each day to the recreation fields and 
pool. Because the bus must switch between operating the East Loop and the West Loop, it will run 
on hourly headways rather than 30-minute headways as it does in the Winter/Spring.  
 



The West Loop will serve many of the same stops as the Capital Shuttle, but it will begin and end 
at Shaw’s in order to transition to and from operating the East Loop. The West Loop will maintain a 
connection between National Life, Department of Labor remote parking, State Street, and Main 
Street for the eight months when the Capital Shuttle does not operate.  
 
Similar to the Capital Shuttle, the Montpelier Circulator would operate as a fare free route. 
 
 
Cost Estimates  
 

Summer/Fall
Total Days of Operation 170
Driver Hours/Day 11
Cost/Hour $60.00
Summer/Fall Cost $112,200.00

Winter/Spring
Total Days of Operation 90
Driver Hours/Day 10
Cost/Hour $60.00
Winter/Spring Cost $56,700.00

Annual Total Cost $168,900.00  
 
As mentioned above, implementing the streamlined Capital Shuttle schedule would make 
approximately $51,000 available to put towards the Montpelier Circulator, should VTrans approve 
the plan. GMTA also has approximately $77,000 available in its ongoing operating budget to 
contribute towards the Montpelier Circulator. These two resources would cover $128,000 of the 
Circulator’s annual operating cost, leaving a deficit of approximately $40,900 which GMTA will 
need to secure from other sources.  
 
 
Next Steps 
 
Assuming VTrans approves of the use of the leftover Capital Shuttle funds on the Montpelier 
Circulator and the GMTA Board approves moving forward with the new Capital Shuttle and 
Montpelier Circulator schedules, GMTA will approach the City of Montpelier regarding funding for 
the route. If the full deficit cannot be covered with new funding, GMTA will revise the Montpelier 
Circulator schedule in order to decrease the operating costs. Once the funding issues have been 
worked out, GMTA will hold at least one public hearing in Montpelier to discuss the Montpelier 
Circulator route and obtain feedback and suggestions from residents. 
 
The earliest possible implementation of the Montpelier Circulator would be January 2011. 
However, if the funding question requires action on Town Meeting Day 2011, implementation of 
the new route could be delayed until the Spring of 2011. 

















From:   Beverlee Hill
Sent:   Wednesday, September 15, 2010 12:58 PM
To:     Garth Genge; Audra Brown
Subject:        RE: housing trust fund

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status:    Flagged

Add “in the amount of $105,000” after 58 Barre Street.  Thanks  Bev

From: Garth Genge  
Sent: Wednesday, September 15, 2010 11:25 AM 
To: Audra Brown 
Cc: Beverlee Hill 
Subject: housing trust fund

Agenda item

Consideration of the recommendation to the City Council by the Housing Trust Fund Advisory 
Committee on awarding a deferred loan to Capital City Housing (a subsidiary of Montpelier Housing 
Authority) for the housing project at 58 Barre St.

thank you,

Garth G. Genge
Community Development Specialist
Dept. of Planning & Community Development
39 Main Street, City Hall
Montpelier, VT  05602
ggenge@montpelier-vt.org
(802)223-9506/(802)223-9524 (fax)



 

DRAFT 

SPECIAL CITY MEETING WARNING FOR NOVEMBER 2, 2010 

 

The legal voters of the City of Montpelier, in special City Meeting in Montpelier, in the County 
of Washington,  and the State of Vermont, are hereby warned to meet in the City Hall 
Auditorium in said Montpelier, on the first Tuesday in November, November 2, 2010, at seven 
o’clock in the forenoon, and there and then to cast their ballot for matters as directed by the City 
Council.  The polls will be opened at 7:00 AM and shall be closed and the voting machine sealed 
at 7:00 PM. 

 

Article 1.  Shall the voters amend the Title III, Section 17 and Title V, Section 9 of the City 
Charter to provide for appointment of the City Treasurer by the City Council?   This amendment 
would also make a wording change from Zoning Board of Adjustment to Development Review 
Board and eliminate the elected Board of Auditors.   

Article 2.  Shall the merger of Berlin Fire District No. 1 and the City of Montpelier approved on 
March 5, 2002 be confirmed? 

Article 3.  Shall the voters amend Title XI, Section 1 and 22; Title XII, sections 10-12; Title 
XIII, Sections 1 and sections 3-20; for the purpose of authorizing operation of a district energy 
system, sale or energy and creation of an energy improvement assessment district.  
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