
 
CITY OF MONTPELIER 

MONTPELIER, VERMONT 
 

Agenda for Special City Council Meeting 
City Council Chambers, City Hall 

Thursday, January 22, 2015 
6:30 P.M. 

 
 

THIS MEETING IS BEING HELD ON A THURSDAY DUE TO THE STATUTORY REQUIREMENT 

THAT ACTION, ON SOME OF THE FOLLOWING AGENDA ITEMS, IS REQUIRED 40 DAYS PRIOR 

TO TOWN MEETING 
  
 

1)  Call to Order by the Mayor 
 
2) 15-024. Review and Approve Agenda 

 
3) 15-025. General Business and Appearances  

 
4) 15-026.      Consideration of the Consent Agenda: 

 
a) Consideration of the Minutes from the City Council’s January 14th, 2015 

Meeting.    
 

 b) Approval of Payroll and Bills 
 

5) 15-027. Receive, review and approve any Petitions filed for inclusion on the  
 March 3, 2015 Annual City Meeting Warning. 

 
 6) 15-028. Further discussion with members of the Community Fund Board regarding 
  funding for one of the outside agencies. 

 
   Recommendation:  Receive proposal from the Board. 
 
 7) 15-029. Conduct Second Public Hearing on Proposed FY ‘16 Municipal  

    Budget. 
   

a) The City Manager presented a recommended budget on  
 December 17, 2014. 
 
b) The Council conducted “budget workshops” as part of their meetings 

 held on December 17th, 2014, and January 7th, 2015.  Council 
 preliminarily adopted their budget on January 7th. 
 



 
 

c) The Council’s proposed budget restores $30,800 in funding to support 
 FY ’16 Montpelier Alive activities and requires a 2.15 cent (2.2%) 
 increase in the municipal tax rate (two cents for Capital Projects and 
 Equipment Purchases). 
 
d) Council held the First Public Hearing on January 14, 2015. 

 
e) Recommendation:  Conduct the Second Public Hearing; provide 

 direction to staff as necessary. 
 
8) 15-030. Receive FY ’14 Audit Report. 
 

a) Teresa Kajenski of Fothergill Segale & Valley, CPAs, will present the 
audit report to the City Council. She will be available to answer 
questions about the City’s financial statements and their Auditor’s 
Report.  

 
9) 15-031. Conduct the Second Public Hearing on the Warning for March 3, 2015  

  Annual City Meeting.   
 

a) Council conducted the First Public Hearing on January 14, 2015.  Staff 
 will have an updated version closer to the deadline. 
  

 b) Recommendation:  Conduct the Second Public Hearing; provide  
  direction to staff as necessary. 
 

10) 15-032.  Other Business  
 

11) 15-033. City Council Reports 
 
12) 15-034. Mayor’s Report 

 
13) 15-035. City Clerk’s Report 

 
14)  15-036. City Manager’s Report 
 
 
15)   Adjournment 



Montpelier VT
Working Concept DRAFT

Jan 17, 2015

Integrating the Winooski and North Branch Rivers  
Back into the Landscape of Montpelier VT 

The City of Montpelier proposes a downtown landscaping project that will improve flood 
protection and create public access and recreational opportunities around the confluence 
of the Winooski and North Branch rivers.  The project would consist of creating a bank-
side river park, breaching the abandoned Bailey dam (Winooski) and Trestle dam (North 
Branch), and the development of an in-stream river recreation area  with flood mitigation 1

features.  

The dam removal and restoration of the river channels will provide multiple benefits 
including; 

• new city park and public recreation area 
• reduced flood risks 
• enhanced riverine habitat 
• improved public safety, 
• improved erosion control 
• improved passage for boaters and fish. 

Notably, the project will reduce the flood threat to Montpelier by mitigating ice dam risks 
and draining the overloaded sediment pools.  The project would also be designed to repair 
and improve the erosion of the river right and left banks.  

The public park will enhance the natural beauty and draw of downtown Montpelier, 
improving residents’ and visitors’ access to on- and off-river recreational opportunities 
(e.g., pinicking, fishing, tubing, boating).  The park will have walking paths, benches and 
other features to facilitate enjoyment of the river corridors and confluence.  The site would 
provide safe, convenient river access for the paddlers’ trail to Montpelier High School, as 
well as provide a takeout for the upstream section of the Winooski river .  The area will 
also have the ability to host organized public events, such as canoe instruction or 
competitive events such as kayak slalom or whitewater rodeo.  The river park will be 
accesible for all abilities.  The in-stream recreational river features (eddies, waves, current 

 For general background on whitewater river parks and their popularity see http://www.s2odesign.com/getting-started/1

whitewater-parks-explained/

http://www.s2odesign.com/getting-started/whitewater-parks-explained/


Montpelier VT
Working Concept DRAFT

Jan 17, 2015
lines, etc.) will be appropriate for a variety of river recreation activities including tubing, 
canoeing, and kayaking and would be designed to be responsive to varying water levels. 

The Montpelier River Park project would be part of a package of downtown 
redevelopment activities that are responding to increased public interest in the downtown 
core area to improve walkability and public space, to improve resilience and reconnect 
with the city’s rivers.  Other projects along side the proposed park include; 

• Multi-Modal Transit Center (CARR lot) at the confluence of the North Branch and 
Winooski Rivers ($8.5M) 

• Bike and Pedestrian Master Plan (Dec. 2014) 
• Stormwater Master Plan (Spring 2015) 
• Greening America’s Capitals (Fall 2014) 
• Other active proposals; including the VTrans - Strong Communities, Better Streets 

Initiative.  

For more information contact: 
 Kevin Casey  
 39 Main Street City Hall, Montpelier VT 05602  
 (t) 802.223.9507  (e) KCasey@montpelier-vt.org 

  

mailto:KCasey@montpelier-vt.org


Sandy Pitonyak 

From: Sandra Gallup 
Sent: Friday, January 16, 2015 3:58 PM 
To: Sandy Pitonyak 
Cc: William Fraser 
Subject: RE: Audit document for next week's Aud it agenda item 
Attachments: Draft Audit Report and Financial Statements. pdf; Draft Auditor's Report .pdf; Draft Federal 

Compliance.pdf 

I am attaching Fothergill Segale & Valley, (PAs' Audit Report and Financial Statements for FY14. These documents are 
labeled "draft". We need one remaining letter from an atto rn ey's office - a letter from all the city attorneys, indicating 

status of legal issues, is part of the audit requirements. 

We will have the audit in f inal format for Thursday' s council meeting. 

Sandra! Gallup 
Director ofFinance 
City ofMontpelier 
39 Main Street - Suite 6 
Montpelier IT05602 

T: (802)262-6253 
F: (802)221-9529 
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   Addendum to Agenda 
                            for 

                               Special City Council Meeting 
  

                             January 22, 2015 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
15-029A. Potential Grant - Montpelier River Park:  Discussion on integrating the  
  Winooski and North Branch Rivers back into the landscape of   

  downtown Montpelier.   
 
 a) City Councilor Anne Watson requested that this item be added; Scott 
  Muller and Ryan McCall will be presenting. 
 
 b) This initiative focuses on establishing a river park and recreation area. 
  The priority objectives of the project include reduced flood risks,  
  enhanced riverine habitat and improved public safety, among others. 
 
 c) Attached is a draft working concept that represents a summary of the 
  different public discussions this group has had on this subject.  They  
  are seeking feedback regarding a potential resolution that the Council  
  would need to approve for this grant. 
 
 d) Recommendation:  Receive presentation; opportunity for discussion  
  and feedback; direction regarding the grant. 



































































































INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT

To the City Council
City of Montpelier, Vermont
Montpelier, VT 05602

Report on the Financial Statements

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the govenmaental activities, the business-type
activities, each major fund, and the aggregate remaining fund information of the City of Montpelier,
Vermont as of and for the year ended June 30, 2014, and the related notes to the financial statements, which
collectively comprise the City’s basic fmancial statements as listed in the table of contents.

Management’s Responsibility for the Financial Statements

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these fmancial statements in
accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America; this includes the
design, implementation, and maintenance of internal conta’ol relevant to the preparation and fair
presentation of the financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or
error.

Auditor’s Responsibility

Our responsibility is to express opinions on these fmancial statements based on our audit. We conducted
our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America and the
standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the
Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to
obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement.

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in the
financial statements. The procedures selected depend on the auditor’s judgment, including the assessment
of the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or en’or. In making
those risk assessments, the auditor considers internal control relevant to the entity’s preparation and fair
presentation of the financial statements in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate in the
circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the entity’s internal
control. Accordingly, we express no such opinion. An audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness
of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant accounting estimates made by
management, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the financial statements.

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our
audit opinions.

Opinions

In our opinion, the fmancial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the
respective financial position of the governmental activities, the business-type activities, each major fund,
and the aggregate remaining fund information of the City of Montpelier, Vermont, as of June 30, 2014, and
the respective changes in financial position, and, where applicable, cash flows thereof and the respective
budgetary comparison for the General Fund for the year then ended in accordance with accounting
principles generally accepted in the United States of America.
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Other-Matters

Required Supplementary Information

Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America require that management’s
discussion and analysis on pages 3-11 be presented to supplement the basic financial statements. Such
inforrnation, although not a part of the basic financial statements, is required by the Governmental
Accounting Standards Board, who considers it to be an essential part of financial reporting for placing the
basic financial statements in an appropriate operational, economic, or historical context. We have applied
certain limited procedures to the required supplementm3~ information in accordance with auditing standards
generally accepted in the United States of America, which consisted of inquiries of management about the
methods of preparing the information and comparing the information for consistency with management’s
responses to our inquiries, the basic financial statements, and other knowledge we obtained during our audit
of the basic financial statements. We do not express an opinion or provide any assurance on the
information because the limited procedures do not provide us with sufficient evidence to express an opinion
or provide any assurance.

Other Information

Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming opinions on the financial statements that collectively
comprise the City’s basic financial statements. The combining and individual nonmajor fund f’mancial
statements are presented for purposes of additional analysis and are not a required part of the basic financial
statements.

The combining and individual nonmaj or fund fmancial statements are the responsibility of management
and were derived from and relate directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare
the basic financial statements. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in
the audit of the basic financial statements and certain additional procedures, including comparing and
reconciling such information directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the
basic financial statements or to the basic financial statements themselves, and other additional procedures
in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America. In our opinion,
the combining and individual nonmajor fund financial statements are fairly stated in all material respects in
relation to the basic financial statements as a whole.

Other Reporting Required by Government Auditing Standards

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated January 14, 2015
on our consideration of the City’s internal conta’ol over financial reporting and our tests of its compliance
with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grant agreements and other matters. The
purpose of that report is to describe the scope of our testing of internal control over f’mancial reporting and
compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on internal control over financial
reporting or on compliance. That report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance with
Government Auditing Standards in considering the City’s internal control over f’mancial reporting and
compliance.

Respectfully submitted,

FOTHERGILL SEGALE & VALLEY, CPAs
Montpelier, Vermont
Vermont Public Accountancy License # 110

January14,2015
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CITY OF MONTPELIER, VERMONT

FEDERAL COMPLIANCE

JUNE 30, 2014
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER
FINANCIAL REPORTING AND ON COMPLIANCE AND OTHER MATTERS BASED

ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE
WITH GO VERNMENT A UDITING STANDARDS

City of Montpelier
Montpelier, Vermont

We have audited, in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States
of America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing
Standards issued by the Comptroller General of the United States, the financial statements of the
governmental activities, the business-type activities, each major fund, and the aggregate
remaining fund information of the City of Montpelier, Vermont, as of and for the year ended
June 30, 2014, and the related notes to the financial statements, which collectively comprise the
City’s basic financial statements and have issued our report thereon dated January 14, 2015.

Internal Control Over Financial Reporting

In planning and performing our audit, we considered the City’s internal control over fmancial
reporting (internal control) to determine the audit procedures that are appropriate in the
circumstances for the purpose of expressing our opinions on the financial statements, but not for
the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the City’s internal control.
Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the effectiveness of the City’s internal control.

A deficiency in internal control exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow
management or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to
prevent, or detect and correct misstatements on a timely basis.

A material weakness is a deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control such
that there is a reasonable possibility that a material misstatement of the entity’s financial
statements will not be prevented, or detected and corrected on a timely basis.

A significant deficiency is a deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control that
is less severe than a material weakness, yet important enough to merit attention by those charged
with governance.

-1-
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Our consideration of internal control over fmancial reporting was for the limited purpose
described in the first paragraph of this section and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in
internal control over financial reporting that might be material weaknesses or significant
deficiencies. Given these limitations, during our audit we did not identify any deficiencies in
internal control that we consider to be material weaknesses. However, material weaknesses may
exist that have not been identified.

Compliance and Other Matters

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the City’s financial statements are free
of material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws,
regulations, contracts, and grant agreements, noncompliance with which could have a direct and
material effect on the determination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an
opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit, and accordingly,
we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of
noncompliance or other matters that are required to be reported under Government Auditing
Standards.

Purpose of this Report

The purpose of this report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal control and
compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the effectiveness of
the entity’s internal control or on compliance. This report is an integral part of an audit
performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards in considering the entity’s
internal control and compliance. Accordingly, this communication is not suitable for any other
purpose.

Respectfully submitted,

FOTHERGILL SEGALE & VALLEY, CPAs
Montpelier, Vermont
Vermont Public Accountancy License #110

January 14, 2015
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT ON COMPLIANCE FOR EACH MAJOR
PROGRAM AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER COMPLIANCE REQUIRED BY

OMB CIRCULAR A-133

To the City Council
City of Montpelier
Montpelier, Vermont

Report on Compliance for Each Major Federal Program

We have audited the City of Montpelier, Vermont’s compliance with the types of compliance
requirements described in the OMB Circular A-133 Compliance Supplement that could have a
direct and material effect on each of the City’s major federal programs for the year ended June
30, 2014. The City’s major federal programs are identified in the summary of auditor’s results
section of the accompanying schedule of findings and questioned costs.

Management’s Responsibility

Management is responsible for compliance with the requirements of laws, regulations, contracts,
and grants applicable to its federal programs.

Auditor’s Responsibility

Our responsibility is to express an opinion on compliance for the City’s major federal program
based on our audit of the types of compliance requirements referred to above. We conducted our
audit of compliance in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United
States of America; the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing
Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States; and OMB Circular A-133,
Audits of States, Local Governments, and Non-Profit Organizations. Those standards and OMB
Circular A-133 require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about
whether noncompliance with the types of compliance requirements referred to above that could
have a direct and material effect on a major federal program occurred. An audit includes
examining, on a test basis, evidence about the City’s compliance with those requirements and
performing such other procedures as we considered necessary in the circumstances.

-3-
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We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion on compliance for each
major federal program. However, our audit does not provide a legal determination of the City’s
compliance.

Opinion on Major Federal Program

In our opinion, the City complied, in all material respects, with the types of compliance
requirements referred to above that could have a direct and material effect on each of its major
federal program for the year ended June 30, 2014.

Report on Internal Control over Compliance

Management of the City is responsible for establishing and maintaining effective internal control
over compliance with the requirements of laws, regulations, contracts, and grants applicable to
federal programs. In planning and performing our audit, we considered the City’s internal control
over compliance with the requirements that could have a direct and material effect on a maj or
federal program to determine the auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion
on compliance and to test and report on internal control over compliance in accordance with
OMB Circular A-133, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of
internal control over compliance. Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the effectiveness
of the City’s internal control over compliance.

A deficiency in internal control over compliance exists when the design or operation of a control
over compliance does not allow management or employees, in the normal course of performing
their assigned functions, to prevent, or detect and correct, noncompliance with a type of
compliance requirement of a federal program on a timely basis.

A material weakness in internal control over compliance is a deficiency, or combination of
deficiencies, in internal control over compliance, such that there is a reasonable possibility that
material noncompliance with a type of compliance requirement of a federal program will not be
prevented, or detected and corrected, on a timely basis.

A significant deficiency in internal control over compliance is a deficiency, or combination of
deficiencies, in internal control over compliance with a type of compliance requirement of a
federal program that is less severe than a material weakness in internal control over compliance,
yet important enough to merit attention by those charged with governance.

Our consideration of internal control over compliance was for the limited purpose described in
the first paragraph of this section and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal
control over compliance that might be material weaknesses or significant deficiencies. We did
not identify any deficiencies in internal control over compliance that we consider to be material
weaknesses. However, material weaknesses may exist that have not been identified.

The purpose of this report on internal control over compliance is solely to describe the scope of
our testing of internal control over compliance and the results of that testing based on the
requirements of OMB Circular A- 133. Accordingly, this report is not suitable for any other
purpose.

-4-
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Report on Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards Required by OMB Circular A-133

We have audited the financial statements of the governmental activities, the business-type
activities, each major fund, and the aggregate remaining fund information of the City of
Montpelier, Vermont as of and for the year ended June 30, 2014, and the related notes to the
financial statements, which collectively comprise the City’s basic financial statements. We
issued our report thereon dated *DATE, which contained unmodified opinions on those financial
statements. Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming opinions on the financial
statements that collectively comprise the basic financial statements. The accompanying schedule
of expenditures of federal awards is presented for the purposes of additional analysis as required
by OMB Circular A-133, and is not a required part of the basic financial statements. Such
information is the responsibility of management and was derived from and relates directly to the
underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the basic financial statements. The
information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the financial
statements and certain additional procedures, including comparing and reconciling such
information directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the basic
financial statements or to the basic financial statements themselves, and other additional
procedures in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of
America. In our opinion, the schedule of expenditures of federal awards is fairly stated in all
material respects in relation to the basic financial statements as a whole.

Respectfully submitted,

FOTHERGILL SEGALE & VALLEY, CPAs
Montpelier, Vermont
Vermont Public Accountancy License # 110

*DATE
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City of Montpelier, Vermont
Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards

For the Year Ended June 30, 2014

Federal Grant]Program Title

US Department of Enerqy
Recovery Act: Montpelier Community Renewable Energy
SEP Formula Grants Under ARRA

Total US Department of Energy

U.S. Department of Aqriculture,Forest Service
2012 Hazardous Fuels Woody Biomass Utilization

Total US Department of Agriculture, Forest Service

US Department of Justice
Passed through Vermont Department of Corrections

Second Chance Act Prisoner Reentry Initiative
Total US Department of Justice

US Department of Homeland Security
Passed through Vermont Department of Public Safety:

US Department of Homeland Security Grant
US Department of Homeland Security Grant

Total passed through Vermont Department of Public Safety
Total US Department of Homeland Security

US Department of Labor
Passed through Vermont Department of Labor:

WIA Youth
Total US Department of Labor

US Department of Housinq and Urban Development
Passed through Vermont Agency of Commerce and
Community Development:

Community Development Block Grants/State’s program
Total US Department of Housing and Urban Development

US Department of Transportation
Passed through Vermont Agency of Transportation:

FHWA-Transportation Enhancement Project (Carr Lot)
Transportation Enhancement Project (Bike Path)
Transportation Enhancement Project (Rte 2/302)
Federal Highway Planning and Construction
Federal Highway Emergency Relief Program

Subtotal 20.205 cluster
FTA -Welcome & Multi-modal Trans. Center (Carr Lot)

Total Passed through Vermont Agency of Transportation
Passed through Vermont Department of Public Safety:

Governor’s Highway Safety Program
Governor’s Highway Safety Program
Governor’s Highway Safety Program

Total Passed through Vermont Dept of Public Safety

Total US Department of Transportation

Federal Emer.qency Management Aqency
Passed through Vermont Agency of Transportation:

FEMA Disaster Relief - May 2011 Flood
Total Federal Emergency Management Agency

Total Expenditures of Federal Awards

CFDA Grant Grant
Number Number Amount

81.087 DE-EE0003071 $ 8,000,000
81.041 DE-EE0000229,M001 ,M002 750,000

10.674 12-DG-11420004-262 248,556

16.812 2010-CZ-BX-0028 50,000

97.067 EMW-2011-SS-0038 68,328
97.067 2010-SS-TO-0083 91,641

17.259 135233152 4,500

14.228 PG-2012-Montpelier-00004 15,000

20.205 ;TP MMTC(3) & STP EH07(I! 5,344,250
20.205 STP BIKE (33)S 2,748,612
20.205 NHEGC-FEGC 028-3(34) 3,396,129
20.205 SW0068 150,000
20.205 FHWA ER -VT11-2 N/A

20.500 FTA G-11 ,October 1, 2004 1,967,357

20.600 02140-1213-2228 4,000
20.600 02140-1314-2031 5,000
20.608 02140-1114-5022 7,000

97.036 EA#40011211 N/A

Expenditures

$ 5,701,303
261 ~407

&962~710

3%884
33~884

4,481
4,481

68,328
91~641

159~969
159~969

4~218
4~218

11~700
11~700

1,559,130
181,297
43,012

150,000
462~411

2~395~850
46~652

2~442~502

2,569
5,000
4~064

11~633

2~454~ 135

1&689
1&689

$ 8~649~786
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CITY OF MONTPELIER, VERMONT

NOTES TO SCHEDULE OF EXPENDITURES OF FEDERAL AWARDS

JUNE 30, 2014

NOTE 1 - GENERAL

The accompanying Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards presents the activity of all
federal financial assistance programs of the City of Montpelier, Vermont.

NOTE 2 - BASIS OF ACCOUNTING

Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized in the schedule.
Basis of accounting relates to the timing of the measurements made, regardless of the
measurement focus applied.

The Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards is prepared on the modified accrual basis of
accounting. Under the modified accrual basis of accounting, revenues are recorded when
susceptible to accrual, i.e., both measurable and available. Available means collectible within
the current period or soon enough thereafter to be used to pay liabilities of the current period.
Expenditures are recorded when the related liability is incurred, if measurable.

NOTE 3 - SUBRECIPIENTS

Of the federal expenditures presented in the Schedule, the City provided federal awards to the
subrecipient as follows:

Subrecipient CFDA Amount
State of Vermont 81.087 $2,602,640

-7-
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CITY OF MONTPELIER, VERMONT

SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS

YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2014

gm

Co

Summary of Auditor’s Results

1. The auditor’s report expresses unmodified opinions on the financial statements of the
governmental activities, the business-type activities, each major fund, and the
aggregate remaining fund information of the City of Montpelier, Vermont.

2. No significant deficiencies in internal control disclosed during the audit of the
financial statements are reported in Part B of this Schedule.

3. No instances of noncompliance material to the basic fmancial statements of the City
of Montpelier, Vermont were disclosed during the audit.

4. The auditor’s report on compliance for the major federal award programs for the City
of Montpelier, Vermont expresses an unmodified opinion.

5. Audit findings relative to the major federal award programs for the City of
Montpelier, Vermont are reported on Part C of this Schedule.

6. The program tested as a major programs includes:

Recovery Energy Research and Development CFDA # 81.087
Highway Planning and Construction CFDA # 20.205

7. The threshold for distinguishing Types A and B programs was $300,000.

8. The City of Montpelier, Vermont was determined not to be a low-risk auditee.

Findings - Financial Statements Audit

None

Findings and Questioned Costs - Major Federal Award Programs Audit

None
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Minutes of the Montpelier City Council Meeting 
January 14, 2015 
City Council Chambers 
 
In attendance: Mayor John Hollar (Chair), Councilors Justin Turcotte, Dona Bate, Anne Watson and 
Thierry Guerlain. Councilors Tom Golonka and Jessica Edgerly Walsh were absent. City Manager William 
Fraser was in attendance. City Clerk John Odum served as Secretary of the meeting.  
 

 
The Mayor called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM. 
 
15-011. Councilor Watson moved approval of the agenda and was seconded by Councilor Bate 

with the addition of an executive session on personnel. The motion carried unanimously 
(4-0) at 6:30. 

 
15-013. Councilor Bate moved approval of the Consent Agenda, and was seconded by Councilor 

Watson. Motion carried unanimously at 6:32. 
 
15-014. The Mayor opened a discussion regarding appointments to the City’s Conservation 

Commission. Candidates were recognized and those present (Ben Eastwood, Jeff 
Schumann, James Brady, Emily Byrne and Charlie Hohn) were given an opportunity to 
address the Council and answer Councilors’ questions (candidates Chris Hilke and John 
Jose were not present). 
 
Councilor Watson moved the Council enter Executive Session in accordance with Title I, 
§313, Executive Sessions. Councilor Guerlain seconded the motion, which carried 
unanimously at 6:47. 

 
Councilor Turcotte moved the Council return to open session. Councilor Guerlain 
seconded. The motion passed unanimously at 7:09. 

 
Councilor Guerlain moved the Council appoint the following to the Conservation 
Commission: Chris Hilke to a 3-year term expiring January 15 2018, Ben Eastwood to a 2-
year term expiring January 15 2017, James Brady to a 2-year term expiring June 15 2017, 
Emily Byrne as an alternate to a 1-year term expiring January 16 2016 and Charlie Hohn 
as an alternate to a 1-year term expiring January 16 2016. Councilor Turcotte seconded. 
The motion passed unanimously at 7:11. 

 
15-015. Eliza Leeper, John Vanderen,  Bernie Lambek, and Ron Wild of the Community Fund 

Board made presented their grantmaking recommendations to the Council. A discussion 
followed. 

 
 Vicki Lane and Janna Clar rose to address the Just Basics grant. 
 
 Roslyn Haldane of the Sexual Assault Crisis Team addressed the Council appealing the 

Board’s decision to reject their application due to its late arrival. 
 

Councilor Guerlain moved approval of the recommendation, and asked that the Board 



 

report back to the Council at the next meeting on the question of the Sexual Assault 
Crisis Team request. Councilor Watson seconded the motion. Further discussion 
followed. Motion carried 4-1 (Councilor Bate voted nay, the Mayor voted aye with the 
majority) at 7:54. 

 
15-016. The Mayor opened the first Public Hearing on the proposed FY ’16 municipal budget at 

7:56. City Manager Fraser opened the discussion with a power point presentation. 
 
 John Snell addressed the Council regarding the Tree Board budget. 
 
 Martha Englert of the Central Vermont Community Land Trust addressed the Council 

advocating to restore Housing Trust Fund monies to the budget. She was followed by 
Auburn Watersong, Jack McCullough (who provided a memo to the Council), JoAnn 
Troiano, Liz Genge, Vicki Lane, Polly Nichol, Kathleen Kanz, Jim Libby, Susan Mesner and 
Nancy Sherman also speaking in support of the Fund. Some supporters advocated 
placing the question on the ballot as an alternative. 

 
 Marion Drew and Vicki Lane addressed the Council advocating for the restoration of 

funding for the Police Department canine. Chief Facos addressed the Council in 
response to questions from Ms. Lane.  

 
Ms. Lane further advocated for returning some of the Community Fund applications to 
the ballot, as well as criticizing the size of city employee salaries. 
 
Council discussion followed the public comments. Ms. Troiano and Ms. Lane returned to 
the microphone to add further comments on the Housing Trust Fund. Councilor 
Turcotte shared testimonials from three absent (unnamed) constituents concerning the 
level of taxation (characterized as too high) and concerns over heating for low-income 
residents. 
 
The Mayor closed the public hearing at 9:17 PM. 
 
The Mayor called a recess at 9:19. The Council reconvened at 9:28 

 
15-017. The Mayor opened the first public hearing on the warning for the March 3, 2015 Annual 

City Meeting at 9:28 PM. 
 
 Michael Sherman had questions about the ballot article reauthorizing Downtown 

Improvement District Funding. A brief discussion of the topic among Councilors 
followed. 

 
 Vicki Lane had a question about the school board. 
 
 The Mayor closed the public hearing at 9:30. 
 
15-018. Councilor Guerlain moved that the Annual City Meeting be set for Tuesday, March 3rd, 

from 7:00 A.M. to 7:00 P.M. in the City Hall Auditorium. The motion was seconded by 
Councilor Bate and approved unanimously at 9:31. 



 

 
 A discussion of the date, time and location of the pre-town meeting public meeting of 

the budget forum with Vibrant and Affordable Montpelier followed briefly. 
 
15-019. Councilors engaged in a brief discussion of the process and timing of the City Manager's 

Review. 
 
15-020. Councilor Bate asked about the City’s selection as a semifinalist for the $5 million 

Georgetown University Energy prize. Councilor Watson offered details and responded to 
council questions. Assistant Manager Jessie Baker added details. 

 
 Councilor Guerlain took a moment to appreciate citizen involvement and passion. 
 
 Councilor Turcotte reminded citizens to request a city Annual Report, complimented the 

Library for qualifying their budget request for the ballot, and noted his desire to 
continue the conversation about supporting organizations. 

 
 Councilor Watson shared questions and thoughts about the Housing Trust Fund. 
 
15-022. The City Clerk noted the upcoming filing deadlines for the 2015 Annual City Meeting 

ballot (January 22 for ballot articles, and February 2 for candidates). 
 
15-023.  City Manager Fraser reported on the progress of the Public Works Director search 
 
Councilor Watson moved the Council enter Executive Session in accordance with Title I, §313, Executive 
Sessions to discuss a personnel matter. Councilor Bate seconded. The motion carried unanimously at 
9:42 PM. 
 
Councilor Guerlain moved the Council return to open session and was seconded by Councilor Watson. 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Councilor Bate moved the Council adjourn. Councilor Guerlain seconded. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 



To:  Mayor John Hollar, members of the Montpelier City Council 

From: Montpelier Community Fund Board 

Re: Consideration of grant application from Sexual Assault Crisis Team of Washington County 

Date: January 20, 2015 

 

Following are the minutes from the Community Fund Board's special meeting. 

 

Montpelier Community Fund Board 

Minutes from Special Meeting  

January 19, 2015, Montpelier City Hall 

 

The meeting was called to order at 4:30pm. 

Present were Board members: Eliza Leeper, Jon Van Deren, Bernie Lambek, and Ron Wild (Chair). 

 

At the request of Montpelier City Council, the Board met to consider two questions. 

 

1. Should the grant application from the Sexual Assault Crisis Team of Washington County be reviewed by the 

Board? 

 

2. If the Board does review the application, what is its recommendation? 

 

Following discussion of the first question on whether to review the application, the Board reached consensus 

to do so based on the applicant volunteer's personal extenuating circumstances, and the fact that 

notwithstanding some technical issues, the application was submitted within four hours and 21 minutes of the 

due date and time. The Board is not establishing a precedent, or grace period for late applications, but rather 

responding to a specific situation. 

 

Upon discussion of the grant application itself, the Board members were disappointed that it was incomplete 

and missing important information. The applicant provided very little basis for the Board to evaluate the 

applicant’s use of grant funds, interaction with allied services, and generally its ability to deliver the services 

and programs for which it seeks support. 

 

The Board respects the critical nature of the problems the applicant organization seeks to address, and for that 

reason recommends a grant award of $750.00, coupled with the very strong recommendation that if the 

applicant seeks funds in the future, that they carefully review the grant guidelines, and contact the Community 

Fund Board with any questions they may have well in advance of the submission deadline. 

 

Applicant:  Sexual Assault Crisis Team of Washington County 

FY15 approved grant:  $1,000 

FY16 request     $2,000 

FY16 recommendation:  $   750. 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 5:00pm 
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